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Abstract

This research article aims to (1) examine legal and policy barriers to carbon credit generation from
economic tree planting projects in Thailand’s land allocation areas (NLPC), (2) analyze issues concerning carbon
rights, transaction costs, and institutional limitations of relevant authorities, and (3) propose legal reforms and
policy measures to promote sustainable carbon credit projects on public land. The study adopts a qualitative

research approach through document analysis of relevant laws, policies, and academic literature, together with
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in-depth interviews with nine key informants, including experts from the Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management
Organization, government agencies, local administrative organizations, and community leaders. Data were
analyzed using content analysis. The findings reveal that, although NLPC areas possess significant potential for
carbon credit development in supporting Thailand’s carbon neutrality goals, several major barriers remain. These
include (1) high transaction costs, particularly validation and verification (VVB) expenses that exceed the capacity
of smallholder farmers; (2) legal uncertainty regarding carbon rights and the legal status of carbon credits on
public land; and (3) regulatory and institutional limitations restricting the roles of local administrative
organizations in supporting such projects. In addition, local communities remain heavily dependent on external
organizations for project implementation and management. The study recommends clarifying the legal status
of carbon rights, promoting group certification mechanisms to reduce transaction costs, and reforming relevant
regulations to enhance the participation of local administrative organizations and communities in the sustainable

governance of carbon credit projects.

Keywords: Carbon credit, land allocation areas, economic tree planting, carbon neutrality, legal barriers
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f195799 1 Type of costs incurred in operations

Budget Category Description Data Source

Project design Fees Project documentation Expert interviews
preparation
VVB Fees Review and Verification TGO (Thailand Greenhouse Gas

Management Organization)/

Interviews
Monitoring Fees Long-term Monitoring Interviews
Consultancy Fees External experts Interviews
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m%”mﬁ 2 Characteristics of the carbon market in Thailand

Key Issue Observed Characteristics
Market Type Voluntary Market
Purchasing Demand Uncertain
Price Volatile

Continuity Unstable
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A5197 3 Summary of key obstacles

Dimensions Key Constraints
Legal Lack of clarity regarding carbon rights
Land Tenure Without title
Economic High transaction costs
Market Price uncertainly

Limitations of local administrative organizations

(LAOs)

Institutional

Operation Dependence on external agencies
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Abstract

This survey research aimed to 1) examine the level of application of the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy by Buddhist monks in community-based local development in Lamphun Province; 2) analyze the
proactive roles of Buddhist monks in utilizing cultural capital and the Bowon mechanism (Home-temple-
government) to strengthen social immunity and promote sustainable community development; and 3) propose
guidelines for applying the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy through the proactive roles of Buddhist monks in
community-based local development in Lamphun Province. The sample consisted of 320 Buddhist monks from
four districts in Lamphun Province, selected through stratified random sampling. The research instrument was a
guestionnaire, and the data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

The findings revealed that the overall level of application of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy by
Buddhist monks in local development was high (x = 4.45, SD. = 0.59). Among the five dimensions of
development, the cultural dimension showed the highest mean score (x = 4.56, S.D. = 0.52), followed by
education (x = 4.46, S.D. = 0.58), environment and natural resources (x = 4.44, S.D. = 0.60), social welfare (x =
4.42, S.D. = 0.62), and economic development (x = 4.36, S.D. = 0.65), respectively. The findings also indicated
that Buddhist monks played proactive roles in leveraging cultural capital and the Bowon mechanism to foster
collaboration among temples, communities, and government agencies, thereby strengthening social immunity
and promoting sustainable community development. Furthermore, the study proposed three major guidelines
for applying the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy through the proactive roles of Buddhist monks: 1) enhancing
monks’ capacities as community learning facilitators; 2) elevating their roles as social process designers in
collaboration with local networks; and 3) developing monks’ potential as role models of sufficiency-based

innovation to strengthen sustainable grassroots economic security.
Keywords: Buddhist monks, Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, Local Development, Lamphun Province
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A Comparative Study of the Legal Status of Companion Animals in Thai Family Law and

Foreign Legal Systems
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to examine the development of the legal status of companion animals
within the context of family law and to comparatively analyze the legal approaches adopted in Thailand and
foreign jurisdictions. The study is conducted within the contemporary social context in which the human-animal
relationship has evolved from viewing animals merely as property to recognizing them as family members
possessing emotional significance and social roles, as reflected in the phenomena of pet humanization and

modern family structures.
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This research employs documentary research and comparative legal analysis of Thai law with the laws
of Switzerland, France, the United States of America, Australia, and Canada (British Columbia), that have
progressively recognized animals as sentient beings and have enabled courts to consider the best interests of
companion animals and concepts relating to pet custody in family disputes.

The findings reveal that foreign legal systems have not elevated animals to the status of legal persons
but have developed legal frameworks recognizing animals as a special category of property or quasi-property
requiring consideration of animal welfare and familial relationships. In contrast, Thai law continues to adhere to
the traditional property-based approach, resulting in legal disputes involving companion animals being unable
to adequately reflect animal welfare and the emotional bonds between humans and animals. Accordingly, this
study proposes that Thai family law should recognize companion animals as a special category of property and
permit courts to consider animal welfare and emotional relationships when determining appropriate custody

arrangements.

Keywords: companion animal, family law, best interest of animals, pet custody
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The Politics of Pleasure: Law, Cannabis, and Emotional Regimes
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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between law, emotional regimes, and the freedom to pursue
happiness through the case of cannabis use in Thailand. It argues that law is not merely a set of rules defining
right and wrong conduct, but is rooted in emotional regimes constructed through the social, cultural, economic,
and political conditions of each era. Accordingly, law performs a deeper function: it defines the meaning of
behaviors, objects, and feelings, and determines the boundaries of happiness that society deems acceptable.
The study finds that the legal status of cannabis in Thailand has undergone continuous transformation from a
traditional herbal remedy in Thai folk medicine, to a controlled narcotic under state authority, and back to an
economic crop following decriminalization. This trajectory demonstrates that the meaning of cannabis is not

inherent to the plant itself, but is shaped by law, state policy, and the emotional climate of each period.
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Furthermore, Thailand's decriminalization of cannabis has led to a legal vacuum, as the regulatory laws lacked
sufficient clarity and rigor. This has resulted in chaotic enforcement and widespread confusion among the public,
affecting both supporters and opponents alike. Therefore, understanding and addressing this issue requires
integrating legal dimensions with emotional regimes in order to grasp the true essence of the problem and

develop sustainable solutions tailored to the context of Thai society.
Keyword: Law and Emotion, Emotional Regimes, History of Emotional, Cannabis, Legal Vacuum
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Community Drug Treatment Under Centralized State.
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Abstract

The treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts play a crucial role in shifting the perspective from
punitive measures to treating users as patients. This transition is driven by government agencies implementing
policies on the treatment and social rehabilitation of drug patients in accordance with Sections 118 to 120 of
the Narcotics Code B.E. 2564 (2021). This Code consolidates various drug-related laws into a single, unified
system to ensure that law enforcement is proportionate to the circumstances and severity of the offences
committed. Furthermore, the Narcotics Code B.E. 2564 places significant emphasis on systematic social
rehabilitation. This approach is designed to monitor, care for, counsel, and provide comprehensive support to
individuals who have completed their treatment. Examples of such support include welfare assistance,

temporary housing, education, and vocational training.
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Studies indicate that social rehabilitation centres face challenges in four main areas: legal and policy,
administration and management, personnel and resources, and social and community aspects. Consequently,
the operational guidelines for these centres lack clarity. This is primarily because practitioners are confused and
do not understand the operational procedures outlined in the Narcotics Code B.E. 2564 (2021). As a result, the
implementation of social rehabilitation initiatives has been delayed, and coordination among relevant local

agencies remains inadequate and lacks continuity.

Keywords : Drugs, Treatment, Social Rehabilitation Center, Rehabilitation clients
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